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Surry Telephone 
Membership Corp.

Surry Telephone Membership Corp. celebrated 
its past year at its annual meeting on the third 
Saturday in March at Surry Community College. 
This was its 59th annual meeting and its 65th year 
in business.

The annual meeting started at 7 a.m. in the 
Knights Grill on the SCC campus with Bojangles 

orange juice, soda and coffee. The activities 
included customer recognition, string music by 
Crossroad, a presentation by our outstanding 
STMC CEO Curtis Taylor, recognition of our Board of 
Directors and distributing dozens of door prizes in 
appreciation of members’ and others’ attendance.

STMC serves 11,600 customers in Surry and 
Davidson counties, owns a portion of wireless 
provider Carolina West, provides service and 
has service and retail units in Elkin, Dobson, 
Pilot Mountain, Mount Airy and Lexington. Its 60 
dedicated service providers average many years 
of service, and they enjoy a corporate culture that 
models unparalleled service, innovation, community 
engagement, support for youth and education, 
and fostering a career-development environment 
that is the envy of all corporate entities. STMC is a 
wonderful place to serve, strive, grow and prosper.

All associates form teams that stage the Annual 
Meeting and look forward to bringing wonderful 

words and company name tags speak to their pride 
in STMC.

We also thank its Board of Directors for their 

engagement. They are:
Gary Brown, President M. Joe Atkins
Gilmer Ray Jessup, VP Ronnie Griggs
Sam Snyder, Secretary Chris Younger
Imogene Handy, Asst. Secretary
Billy Pratt, Treasurer
Gene Rees Dr. Fred Mock
We praise the STMC, its associates, customers, 

respected, admired and enjoyed. All who serve 

advocate hope, fairness and equal opportunity. In 
serving we receive bountiful blessings.

Level Cross Exchange
Surry Telephone Membership Corp. produced 

Level Cross Exchange, named for the telephone 
service’s customer base around the landmark 
highway intersection of N.C. 268 and Siloam 
Road in southeastern Surry County. The area’s 
communities included Ararat, Siloam, Rockford, 
Mount Airy, Pilot Mountain and Dobson.

Hand-typed and printed on 8½”x11” white 
paper, the directory’s front page featured a 
traditional telephone receiver and a three-cross-
armed telephone pole. The booklet included 
directions on speaking into the phone, long-
distance service, party lines and how to dial a 
rotary phone. The directory listed 201 customers 
included 25 “B” names and 25 starting with “S.” 
Friend Pete Carroll’s number was 4-2647 and York 
Oil’s number in Siloam was 4-2411. How many of 
us can remember what it was like to use hand-

person-to-person and collect calls, share party 
lines, use rotary dials and talk with a real, live 
operator?

on its Board of Directors were Howard Handy, R.E. 
Snow, Glenn Payne, C.D. Smith, Glenn Park Jr., and 
Don Cochrane Sr.

Public Notice: 10-Digit Dialing
Surry Telephone Membership Corp. CEO 

Curtis Taylor reminds us that as of April 23 all 
telephone customers must use area codes for 
all calls, otherwise known as 10-digit dialing. 
Remember to think of all phone numbers 
(alarms, answering machines, callbacks, etc.) 
used in our lives. They all must have 10 digits. 
We also can remind our friends to add the 
area code to our phone numbers on their cell 
phones and computer directories.
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Yadkin Valley Rotary

Yadkin Valley Rotary, founded in 1994, is vital to 
our area’s charity outreach, economic development 
and social enhancements. A special thanks to friend 
David Shepherd for his invitation to share with his 
stellar club.

My theme, “Only those who see miracles are 
those looking for miracles,” highlighted several 
worthy club members. Among those mentioned 
were:

1. Jed Metts’ devotion to seniors’ needs.
2. Mike Bovender’s rise to servantship.
3. Jerry Stroud’s constant giving role.
4. Bill Blackley and Joe Hicks’ enthusiasm and 

ceaseless “next-step” attitude.
5. Warren Bates’ selfless dedication to 

teammates.
6. Jay Blackburn’s odyssey to West Point.
7. Paul Hammes – HCMH Urgent Care.
8. Dr. Hal and Bonnie Stuart’s legacy of service 

beyond self.
My membership challenges included looking for 

miracles, listening for miracles, always wearing a 
smile, speaking to all we meet, having a proactive 
will to celebrate the greatness in others and to take 
the next step of appreciating and recognizing the 
attributes of our heroes.

A profound thanks to Dr. Jim Harrell Sr. for 
looking to the best in others and his willingness to 
share the goodness he sees.

Steve Troxler

N.C. Secretary of Agriculture Steve Troxler 
recently visited WIFM Radio headquartered in Elkin, 
N.C. Several surprising facts were revealed during 
an interview.

The office of Secretary of Agriculture is our 
state’s largest office with more than 2,000 full-
time employees and an additional 1,000 who work 
seasonally. It has offices in 99 of the 100 counties, 
and its presence in Surry County includes an animal 
laboratory in Elkin.

Agriculture is our state’s No. 1 economic 
component and contributes more than $78 billion 
in annual business. We are No. 1 nationally in 
production of sweet potatoes, No. 2 in poultry, No. 
2 in pork and our nation’s eighth-largest agricultural 
producer. Our N.C. State Fair held in October in 
Raleigh is North Carolina’s largest annual gathering 
with attendance exceeding 1 million people. 
Secretary Troxler said our biggest agricultural 
challenge is the loss of farm land to housing and 
business development including solar farms.

As Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Troxler is a 
member of the N.C. Council of Government that 
meets monthly. Now in his third term in office, he 
is running for re-election in November. He grew up 
in Brown Summit near Greensboro and graduated 
from N.C. State University in 1974.

Biographical Conversation

UNC-TV since 2000 has produced meaningful 
three-hour-long conversations with advocates 
whose contributions to North Carolina are 
monumental. The legacy of these significant 
givers invariably includes compassion, vision, 
perseverance, humility, hope and faith.

Our good friend UNC-TV Executive Director of 
Production Shannon Vickery has produced DVDs 
featuring a number of superstars who’ve shared 
their lives in “Biographical Conversation.” These 
question-and-answer interview sessions were filmed 
at UNC-TV’s studio at the Research Triangle Park at 
Durham. Some of those featured in the series are:

Hugh Morton* Wendell Murphy
John Hope Franklin* Henry Lee
Jesse Helms* Junior Johnson
Terry Sanford* Hugh McColl
Bill Friday* Jim Hunt
Mary Duke Biddle Nido Qubein
* (deceased)
These interviews are priceless. A three-

hour DVD with the late Hugh Morton (2006) and 
Shannon Vickery is a gift we would love to receive. 
His legacy comes to life on UNC-TV and our own 
studio’s DVDs. Go to UNC-TV’s website to access 
these and other features.

Wilkesboro Campground

In 1998, volunteer firemen Mike Testerman 
and Andy Soots of Wilkesboro, N.C., asked the 
Town Council for permission to rent space for 
campsites to accommodate guests coming to Wilkes 
Community College for its annual Merlefest musical 
event. From netting $1,000 in its first year, this 
monumental success has grown to contribute more 
than $60,000 in 2015.

MerleFest was founded in 1988 in memory 
of Eddy Merle Watson as a fundraiser for Wilkes 
Community College and to celebrate “traditional 
plus” music. This year it runs April 28 to May 1.

Initially 100 campsites were occupied. Seven 
hundred were rented in 2015. City employees 
facilitate all oversight, management and labor. The 
proceeds have created a fund balance in excess 
of $800,000. These funds supplement retirement 
benefits for Wilkesboro’s volunteer firemen who 
receive annual stipends of $350 per month for life.

Recruitment of volunteer firemen is enhanced by 
the success of a wonderful idea in 1998. Greatness 
can follow an idea whose time has come, and good 
people are willing to nurture its success. We salute 
our Wilkesboro’s teamwork and stewardship.
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The Giant Killers

The most exciting time in sports is the NCAA’s 
March Madness, the competition for the collegiate 
national championships. Sixty-eight men’s teams 
squared off starting on March 16 and 32 Division I 
women’s teams began meeting on March 18. The 
2016 men’s basketball champion will be crowned 
April 4. The women’s champion will be decided April 
5.

 These games all are win-or-go-home contests; 
lose and you’re out. The most improbable winner 
in the men’s tournament’s history since it started 
seeding teams in 1979 was Villanova University, 
seeded eighth. That record could have fallen this 
year, because both Syracuse (10) and Gonzaga 
(11) made it to the Sweet 16 where they faced 
each other. Already we’d seen one of the most 
improbable upsets in the tournament’s history 
when Middle Tennessee State University, ranked 
15th, upset No. 2 Michigan State in the first round. 
Only a little less improbably, No. 14 SFA beat No. 3 
West Virginia and No. 13 Hawaii knocked out No. 4 
California.

Several noted coaches offer several explanations 
for how and why the most unlikely upsets can and 
do happen:

1. The favored and over-confident giant 
overlooks the strengths of the underdog.

2. There is much more parity among college 
basketball programs.

3. The numbers of high-quality players have 
grown to where the premier perennial programs 
cannot recruit and accept every good player.

4. Great players in small programs also are 
overlooked.

5. Many great players are late-bloomers.
6. Underdogs play harder to win the game 

they’re in without being distracted by looking 
ahead.

7. Underdogs are more inspired.
8. There are great coaches at all levels.
9. When the will is on fire, moments of 

greatness can boil to the surface.
10. Many Americans enjoy seeing underdogs 

win.

Junior Johnson

Junior Johnson, “the last American hero,” was 
born in 1931 in Wilkes County to Robert Glenn and 
Lora Bell Johnson. He became a NASCAR legend 
who won 50 races as a driver and three National 
Championships as an owner and was inducted into 
the NASCAR Hall of Fame with the inaugural class 
that included Bill France Sr., Bill France Jr., Dale 
Earnhardt and Richard Petty.

Johnson, 85, lives in Charlotte now, but for 

more than 20 years he lived in Yadkin County 
near the intersection of I-77 and U.S. 421, and on 
every weekday morning he and his helpers Harold 
Swaim and Jim Floyd cooked breakfast for countless 
friends and fans from far and wide. Becoming a 
“Junior’s Regular” meant much more than getting 
a good meal; he treated friends to stories from his 
career and the opportunity to simply enjoy being 
around him. He welcomed any and all comers and 
answered questions until all were asked.

We met in 2004 when Junior welcomed a WIFM 
interview. Wow, what an awe-inspiring experience! 
He introduced Charlotte and me to Bill Clinton in 
Elkin and Greensboro and to Hillary Clinton during 
a campaign stop in Mooresville. Shortly before my 
dad passed in 2008 we spent a morning with Junior 
over breakfast and to my memory they were Dad’s 
favorite hours. Also, our favorite photo tribute to 
Dad is a snapshot with Junior that Mom keeps on 
her den mantle.

No one I know gives his time as freely as Junior 
Johnson. He credits his family influences as the 
foundation for his success, and said his Dad taught 
him to do unto others as we would want to be 
treated, to not hold grudges, to help others every 
day in every way, and if we can’t help never hurt 
another. He loves to raise beef cattle. He enjoyed 
being a standout left-handed sandlot baseball 
pitcher who could throw over 90 miles per hour. For 
years during his racing career he would go coon-
hunting nightly. Junior Johnson epitomizes the 
ultimate giver.

Whom We Like

How often do we assess the things we like in 
others? Many of my favorites are people who go 
about mattering in countless ways.

Clifton Jessup and I met at Neighbors No. 2 
at Pine and South streets in Mount Airy. He wears 
the most wonderful smile and always speaks. He 
enjoyed a solid career with AmeriGas and retired 
in 2007. His children Kimberly and Anthony were 
at Mount Airy High School with daughter Garrison. 
Kim graduated from East Carolina University and 
serves BB&T. Clifton is an avid high school sports 
fan and I ran into him at this year’s Mount Airy and 
East Surry game. Seeing Clifton is always a huge 
hug and I love you, too! We honor Clifton and wife 
Patricia.

When Clifton is doing a sports thing, he’s usually 
with devoted brother Robert. They are mainstays 
at Surry County’s Relay for Life. Friend David Smith 
says the No. 1 thing about Clifton is his consistent 
demeanor; he’s always the same with his ever-
present smile and kind hello. David says, “We 
service AmeriGas trucks and he never tears up their 
equipment.” He is also an avid rabbit hunter.
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Gratitude List

Met Bob K. on June 21, 1986, shortly after 
leaving a rehab center in Charlotte. He challenged 
me to start a nightly gratitude list on a yellow legal 
pad. I promised to start my list before retiring for 
the night. I still do it. Several recent additions to 
my list have been:

1. The late Warren Taylor’s humility.
2. The late Hugh Morton’s hope and vision.
3. Dr. Skip Whitman’s introducing me to Dr. 

Dominick Carbone and Dr. Stephen Meadows.
4. Isaac McMillian’s appointment to West Point.
5. Page Moir’s 27-year career at Roanoke 

College.
6. The song, “Have I Done Any Good?” (see 

below) by WIll Thompson.
7. David Smith’s awesome parenting.
8. Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital’s second-

floor caregivers.
9. Gov. Jim Hunt’s dedication to improve public 

education in North Carolina.
10. Granddaughter Mayley York’s 6th birthday.
11. Jerry Smithey’s Brushy Mountain friends.
12. Charles and Barbara Mason’s marriage.
13. The Rev. Jon Cawley’s pulpit presence.
14. The Holt brothers: Jerry, Ralph, Ottis and 

Danny.
15. The late Ervin and Pauline Davis’s parenting.
16. Dr. Jim Harrell Sr.’s 80-year discipleship.
17. UNC-TV public servantship.
18. Surry County Commissioners for funding the  

Highway 89/Interstates improvements.
19. Randy Johnson’s weekly farming lessons.
20, Jack and Madge York’s good name.
21. Ronald Reagan’s pardon of Junior Johnson.
22. Harold Swaim and Ruby Holbrook’s servant’s 

hearts.
23. Sarah Johnson’s devotion to Mount Airy 

Friends Meeting.
24. Bill Joe Woodruff’s smile and kind words.
25. NCAA Division III sports.

Have I Done Any Good?

By Will L. Thompson

Have I done any good in the world today?
Have I helped any one in need?
Have I cheered up the sad,
And made someone feel glad?
If not, I have failed indeed.

Has any one’s burden been lighter today,
Because I was willing to share?
Have the sick and the weary
Been helped on their way?
When they needed my help was I there?

Chorus: 
Then wake up, and do something more
Than dream of your mansion above.
Doing good is a pleasure,
A joy beyond measure,
A blessing of duty and love.

There are chances for work all around just now,
Opportunities right in our way.
Do not let them pass by,
Saying, “Sometime I’ll try,”
But go and do something today.

‘Tis noble of man to work and to give,
Love’s labor has merit alone;
Only he who does something is worthy to live.
The world has no use for the drone.

Dr. Chuck Swindoll

Many of his followers say the Rev. Chuck 
Swindoll, 81-year-old founder of “Insight for Living” 
on radio, is America’s most spiritual evangelist. 
Based on a 2010 survey of pastors, “Preaching” 
magazine ranked the Rev. Swindoll in second place, 
behind the Rev. Billy Graham, among the most-
influential preachers of the past 25 years. Locally, 
the Rev. Jon Cawley of Mount Airy is Dr. Swindoll’s 
No. 1 advocate and devotee.

Swindoll has written more than 70 books, many 
of them based on his research and preparation 
for sermons. In his 2012 book, “Saying It Well: 
Touching Others With Your Words,” he shares his 
secrets about how to talk so people will listen. 
He also shares the revealing personal story of 
his journey to becoming a world-famous speaker. 
Astonishly, Swindoll suffered from severe stuttering 
when he was a teenager, and he credits a high 
school drama teacher with helping him overcome 
that handicap. Drawing on 50 years’ experience in 
the pulpit, his book is filled with practical, inventive 
tips, leavened with good humor.

Many ideas from our morning sessions with Rev. 
Swindoll are also helping me improve my speaking 
to groups. His urgings include:

1. I am a preacher. I’m included in many other 
things, but mainly I preach. And I love it!

2. With a genius calling comes a settled 
assurance.

3. Never speak to a group without providing a 
truth to ponder, a principle to apply and a decision 
to make.

4. An effective speaker knows his audience.
5. Authenticity is the essence.
6. People don’t need the obvious. They need 

insight.
7. Of all the elements that comprise a great 

sermon and speech, none is as important as the 
conclusion. Finish strong and end it well.
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Oh How Fortunate

Received an invitation to attend a Roanoke 
Valley Athletic Club meeting in Roanoke in February 
where the keynote speaker would be former 
basketball Head Coach Dave Odom. Coach Odom 
was a college football teammate at Guilford College 
(1961-64).

Also with us was Guilford star, co-captain 
and All-Conference player Buddy Dixon from 
Mumfreesboro, N.C., who enjoyed a wonderful 
career at Nation’s Bank and Bank of America, 
serving under the legendary Hugh McColl. Also in 
attendance were Page Moir, the head basketball 
coach for 27 years at Roanoke College, and his dad, 
Charles Moir, the head coach at Roanoke College, 
Tulane University and Virginia Tech.

Just think of this: In that room were three 
coaches: Dave Odom at Wake Forest, East Carolina 
and South Carolina with 406 lifetime wins; Page 
Moir, 427 wins; and Charles Moir, 392 wins. They’ve 
collectively enjoyed 1,225 collegiate victories.

In his remarks Dave Odom chose to celebrate 
the contributions of his peers and fellow coaches. I 
also feel grateful to have these friendships. Coach 
Charles Moir’s teams at Mount Airy High School 
were state 3A champions in 1961 and 1963. Page 
Moir was born in Mount Airy and we met at his 
dad’s Mount Airy Hall of Fame induction in 2005. My 
friends, these coaches are honorable, kind, decent 
and respectful persons.

Milo Abercrombie

I met fellow oil jobber Milo Abercrombie of 
Danville, Va., in the early 1980s during a convention 
at the Grove Park Inn in Asheville, N.C. Milo makes 
the most likable first impression of anyone I’ve met. 
His warm, firm, handshake, beautiful attire, back 
pats, kind words and comforting smile endear him 
to all.

His oil jobbership supplies gasoline and diesel 
fuel to 165 C Stores in Virginia, South Carolina and 
North Carolina. The sight of his tankers’ delivering 
fuel fills me with memories of his warmth and 
grace.

During my trip to the life celebration for the late 
Warren Taylor and to have lunch with Alan and Mary 
Carter at the Bob Evans Restaurant in Lynchburg, 
Va., I was driving up U.S. 29 and upon seeing the 
first Danville exit sign I was drawn to ring my dear 
friend. Milo’s warm and appreciative words led to an 
hour of sharing our journeys.

Being with Milo we never hear a disparaging 
word, regret, lament or desperation. Being around 
Milo brings a breath of fresh air, the spirit of hope, 
the vision of good fortune and gentle love. Talking 
with Milo we know he’ll speak to our friendship, 

validate our biases and accentuate our synergies. 
Knowing Milo -- who’s also a UNC grad, scratch 
golfer and consummate Tar Heel -- is a blessing and 
gift.

When we reconnect with caring friends we come 
full circle in a few moments. Because we honor 
each other, we lift our friends and hold them in the 
light. 

Most Gifted Caregiver

Granddaughter Savannah Bohr is a natural 
gifted caregiver. During her grandmother Charlotte’s 
recent convalescence Savannah was truly a 
blessing. After school at 3:30 she would bounce off 
Lulu’s bus and start caring for Grama.

One afternoon she greeted me with, “Paw, 
tomorrow afternoon after work we need to go 
grocery shopping. I’m working on a list, and we’re 
going to Food Lion.”

Wow, what an eye-opening experience. Entering 
the store she asked me to get a grocery cart and 
follow her. She worked her way counter-clockwise 
around the Food Lion. We bought strawberries, two 
jars of grapefruit, three small bags of potatoes (red, 
yellow and white), one bag of spinach, a bag of 
Splenda, five cartons of 16-ounce Pepsi, two packs 
of Oscar Mayer bacon, two packs of Food Lion link 
sausage and one dozen extra-large eggs.

At 9, Savannah is wise beyond her years. More 
importantly, she follows her servant’s heart. She 
has an innate desire to fill the needs of those in 
recovery.

The Brushys

Jerry Smithey, a charter member of the Brushy 
Mountain Ruritan Club, is a key contributor to 
the club’s annual Apple Festival held on the first 
Saturday in October. Jerry recently shared that the 
thought of the festival still brings great excitement 
and gratitude after 38 years of hope, progress and 
service.

The club, which he affectionately calls “The 
Brushys,” has 34 members who work on growing 
its outreach each and every day. The Ruritans give 
more than $50,000 annually to worthy causes. 
Jerry said the club earmarks festival proceeds 
for college scholarships, projects for veterans 
and seniors, and Christmas and July 4th tributes. 
“However,” he continued, “our contingent funds help 
meet unexpected needs, which is so vital to the 
Brushys’ outreach.”

The Brushy Mountain Ruritans’ work speaks 
to our servant hearts and sense of benevolence. 
The Brushys are the heart and soul of giving, 
sharing and caring and the epitome of “in giving we 
receive.”
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Hugh Morton

Hugh Morton was North Carolina’s ambassador 
for all that’s good, and his legacy shines as our 
brightest star. What a blessing to share our 
serendipitous meeting.

In October 2002, Mount Airy dedicated a section 
of U.S. 52 as the Andy Griffith Parkway to honor its 
favorite son, and Mr. Morton was among the most 
celebrated guests to ever bless our community. 
Dear friend and Surry County Commissioner Dr. Jim 
Harrell Jr. walked over to me and said, “Have you 
met Hugh Morton?” He pointed to Mr. Morton who 
was chatting with Mrs. Ida and Bill Friday.

I had followed Mr. Morton’s meritorious journey 
and had longed to make his acquaintance. Taking 
advantage of the opportunity, I walked straight to 
North Carolina’s most significant bestowers of good 
and hope, introduced myself and asked them to 
smile for a snapshot.

That headshot is featured on the last page of Mr. 
Morton’s “North Carolina Photographs” published 
in 2006. This book collects Mr. Morton’s favorite 
pictures from his 70-year odyssey. He said, “The 
most effective way to highlight moments is with a 
picture coupled with my spoken words. I strived to 
capture the essence of special moments in time.”

To see Mr. Morton was to see him with a camera 
in hand, waiting for his special moments. During a 
visit, he shared, “My wife Julia and I argued about 
my camera virtually every day. Gary, why would we 
go if we could not take some pictures?” Mr. Morton’s 
prodigious memory and his photographic record of 
people, places and events was truly astounding. 
His collection at the North Carolina State Archives 
includes 250,000 photos, and you can see a 
selection of 8,000 online.

After Mr. Morton received several prints of my 
pictures of him and the Fridays, he invited Charlotte 
and me to Grandfather Mountain. Many wonderful 
memories live with us to this day. A special thanks 
to Dr. Jim Harrell Jr. for connecting us to Hugh 
Morton and his legacy.

U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms

Sen. Jesse Helms won his first political 
election in 1957 when he ran as the Democratic 
candidate for a seat on the Raleigh, N.C., City 
Council. He served two terms before joining Capitol 
Broadcasting Co. in 1960 and beginning a series 
of on-air editorials that established his reputation 
as a leading conservative commentator in eastern 
N.C. More than 50 years ago, Helms advocated 
building a wall (around UNC-Chapel Hill, to keep its 
liberal views from infecting the rest of the state) 
and disparaged a federal health-care program 
(Medicaid) as “a step over into the slippery swamp 

of socialized medicine.”
Helms ran as a Republican candidate for North 

Carolina’s U.S. Senate seat in 1972 and won. He 
never lost another election. He retired from the 
Senate in 2003 as N.C.’s longest-serving senator.

Helms was particularly popular among older, 
conservative constituents, and was identified as one 
of the last “Old South” politicians to have served in 
the Senate, but he also considered himself a voice 
of conservative young people, whom he hailed in 
the dedication of his autobiography and pledged to 
always listen to. During a 1999 interview, Helms 
said he had spent time with more than 70,000 
young people during his then 27-year-long career in 
the U.S. Senate.

Gary Tilley

The 10 a.m. Bible Study at Pilot Mountain’s First 
Baptist Church is wonderful. Our teachers, Ron 
Jessup and Johnny Dalton, are exceptional. Our 
members are active, inquisitive and seek answers.

During a recent Sunday, Ron talked about a 
lifelong member at his former church who left the 
church without notice. “When I ran into him a few 
months later, I said, ‘What happened? Where are 
you going to church?’ He replied, ‘Well, it was time 
for a change and I’ve joined the local Mormon 
(LDS) church.’ I then said, ‘Why did you choose to 
be a Mormon?’ Our lost member said, ‘The most 
respected person I know is Gary Tilley, and if being 
a Mormon is good for him, it should be good for me, 
too.’”

Gary Tilley is an awesome role model and 
Christian. He joined the LDS congregation and 
serves his calling in countless leadership positions. 
All Mormon servants are dedicated volunteers.

The Yorks of Forest, Va.

Alan, Kyle, Mayley and Mary Carter enjoy 
living near Lynchburg, Va., where Alan serves the 
collegiate sports teams at Liberty University. The 
family attends Thomas Roads Baptist Church. 
Mayley, 6, and Mary Carter, 2, have wonderful 
parents and are growing up in a Christian family.

Posted on the family’s bulletin board are “The 
Ten Commandments for Kids.” They are:

1. Love God more than anything else.
2. Make God most important.
3. Say God’s name with respect and love.
4. Honor God by resting on the seventh day.
5. Love and respect your mom and dad.
6. Never hurt anyone.
7. Be faithful to your wife or husband.
8. Never steal.
9. Always tell the truth.
10. Be happy with what we have.
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Dr. Carbone
Dr. Dominick J. Carbone Jr. is a noted surgeon 

and urologist at Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital. 
He is a tireless contributor to the wellness of our 
Yadkin Valley health. Dr. Dominick dedicates his 
days to operations at the hospital and counseling 

During a visit to the hospital, I heard several 
staff members discussing Dr. Carbone’s leadership. 
One said, “Recently when we had our hands full 
of challenge after challenge, Dr. Carbone, sensing 
our dilemma, drove to Speedy Chef and bought 10 
milkshakes for his helpers and brought them to our 
work station. To feel needed and appreciated sure 
can ease the tension and stress. We were in awe 
of his need to lift our spirit. We’ll never forget his 
heart and care for his teammates.”

To Be Missed

Civic and Recreation Center. During a brief illness 
and recovery I received telephone calls from Tim 

Gordon, all expressing concern for my absences. To 
be missed is a blessing and joy. Let’s remember: 
Recognizing a need to check on a friend is an 
opportunity. Make the connection of caring and 
concern. Call ‘em.

Greater Mount Airy Chamber 
of Commerce Annual Awards
The Greater Mount Airy Chamber of Commerce 

staff and 150 members and guests honored eight 
worthy award winners for 2015 on March 24 at 
the Cross Creek Country Club. President Denise 
Watson was our master of ceremonies, and various 
members presented the awards. The recipients and 
presenters were:

1. Small Business of the Year: Mill Creek General 
Store and its owner Helen Holmes, presented by 
Todd Tucker.

2. Business Growth Award, Large Company: 
Workforce Unlimited and CEO Mike Brown, 
presented by Chamber President Randy Collins.

3. Business Growth Award, Small Company: 
Rees Clothing and Gene Rees, presented by Randy 
Collins.

4. Green Business Award: Mayberry Spirits and 
Vann McCoy, presented by STMC CEO Curtis Taylor.

5. Excellence in Tourism Award: Bear Creek 
Crafts and Fudge Co. and Jerry Caudle, presented 
by Chamber Director of Tourism Jessica Roberts.

6. Outstanding Public Service Award: Mount 
Airy City Commissioner Steve Yokeley, presented by 
Adam Martin of SYEMC.

7. Ambassador of the Year: Dale Draughn of 
Edward Jones, presented by T.J. Glover of Leonard 
Buildings.

8. Duke Energy Citizenship and Service Award: 
Mountain Valley Hospice and CEO Denise Watson, 
presented by Jimmy Blythe of Duke Energy.

A special guest was Clark Thomason, a 
representative of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

designation of the Greater Mount Airy organization 

We praise our Chamber leadership and members for 
their work in qualifying our Chamber for this honor.

Photography Tributes
Our calling to capture the qualities in others 

through still photography produces an awesome 
tribute to those whose lives bring good feelings. 
We thrive on good memories and the recollection 
of meaningful achievements, and close the April 
Communicator by listing some we’ve pictured:

1. Bill Blackley and Joe Hicks, Elkin Trails’ 
devoted contributors.

2. Michael Wilson, hospitality guru discovered by 
mentor Fred Norman at Walmart.

3. Jeff Combs and his care for Dad Bud and late 
Mom Marie.

4. Alan and daughter Mary Carter at Bob Evans 
Restaurant.

5. Charlotte York and Britta Needham at our 
Chamber Citizen of the Year Awards.

6. The Rev. David Sparks in his Honor Guard 
uniform.

7. Dr. Wayne Matthews, service to Yadkin 
County.

8. Jerry Smithey’s service to Wilkes County.
9. Mom Marian York, Valedictorian at White 

Plains High School, 1939.
10. Alan and Alice Connelly’s happy marriage.
11. Bob and Vonda Comer’s service to Dobson.
12. John and Donna Willingham’s vision for the 

Yadlin Cultural Arts Center.
13. Surry County public servants John Shelton 

and Chris Knopf.
14. Kermit Draughn, World War II veteran, 

15. Mark Mayes, Dobson Urgent Care provider.
16. Pete Carroll, kind words and smile.
17. Pilot Mountain downtown after heavy snow.
18. YVEDDI drivers.
19. Barber Dennis Wall and excavation guru Jeff 

Johnson.
20. Robert Merritt at Arbor Reeves.
21. Grandson Travis Bohr working two part-time 

jobs.
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